Heroin Traffic

Southwest Asian (SWA) heroin continued to dominate the market through
June 1983, while Southeast Asian (SEA) heroin maintained its In-
creased share noted during the first quarter of 1983.   Overall heroin
abuse and availability appears to have stabilized at 1982 levels,
which were substantially above those reported in 1981.

Cocaine Traffic

Current indicators of cocaine abuse and availability suggest the con-
tinued high levels reported during 1982.   Since March 1983, there has
been an oversupply of cocaine, with a consequent decline in wholesale
prices In selected cities, and recent data show that the decline In
price Is beginning to ahow at the retail level.

Qjring 1983, DEA and other Federal law enforcement agencies confis-
cated more than 20,000 pounds of cocaine.   This da the highest aggre-
gate volume of cocaine ever seized during a one-year period.   Cocaine
arrests totalled 4,853.   Nine hundred and eighty-four of these indi-
viduals were Class I or II violators.   More than 50 percent of all
defendants arrested by DEA on cocaine charges were in Class I or II
casest

These seizure and arreat statistics have both negative and positive
implications.   On the negative side, the statistics confirm an un-
precedented volume of available illicit cocaine in the U.S. along
with the proliferating milieu of U.S. distributors.   Palling cocaine
prices in late 1983 also portend an expanding U.S. consumer group In
1981.   While coordinated U.S. drug enforcement achievements have
escalated dramatically in 1983, foreign supply reduction efforts via
eradication have not kept pace with U.S. programs, and consequently
U.S. cocaine availability continues to escalate,   throughout 1983,
there was no significant coca eradication In major coca source na-
tions.   At the close of 1983, despite evidence of coca's falling
prices on the international market, illicit coca growth and produc-
tion continues to proliferate In Bolivia and Colombia.

On a more positive note, U.S. drug enforcement programs and strate-
gies are becoming more solidified and coordinated.   DEA intelligence
and enforcement results are unparalleled.   Political and public
support in the U.S. and abroad against the cocaine trade is increas-
ing.   International Investigative cooperation, particularly among
coca source and transit nations, is similarly expanding.

V.S. drug operations are becoming significantly more sophisticated,
luttreased by high level U.S. political, military, diplomatic and
budgetary support.   In short, U.S. drug law enforcement efforts
against cocaine in 1983 have been impressive, and have sent a clear
signal to source nations concerning the U.S. conmltmenfc to inter-
national drug control.

Synopses of some of DEA's significant cases in 1983 follow:

-96-seized.
